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Local legislator considering creating new
state position for Salton Sea restoration
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THERMAL — A new leadership position at a state agency may focus on Salton Sea restoration in
response to actions proposed to solve the state’s budget deficit.

Gov. Jerry Brown, as part of his May revise of the state budget, has proposed eliminating 43 boards
and commissions, including the recently created Salton Sea Restoration Council. The council was
created by legislation from former area Sen. Denise Moreno Ducheny and tasked with identifying a
restoration plan and funding sources to fix the sea.

Millions of dollars have already been set aside through two

Topics state propositions for restoration at the Salton Sea, said
i Silvia Paz, senior field representative with area
Renovation Assemblyman V. Manuel Pérez’s office. That funding would
Laws likely not come through with the commission’s elimination if
Sacramento there is no other oversight structure.

See mare topics » Pérez, D-Coachella, is considering creating legislation that

will lead to the appointment of a deputy director for the state
Department of Natural Resources®, she said. That position

would be in charge of the Salton Sea.

On behalf of Pérez, she asked for input from the Salton Sea Authority, a joint agency with both Imperial
and Riverside county and local water agency officials.

The Salton Sea Authority board supported the idea, on the condition that whoever is put in place
interacts with local officials.

The way restoration efforts have been set up before never work well in this area, said Imperial County
Supervisor Gary Wyatt. The decision-makers have been in Sacramento, but the efforts really need to
happen locally.

“It's gotten us absolutely nowhere,” he said.

It could be a positive thing should the person in the deputy director position really get involved by sitting
as an ad hoc member of the Salton Sea Authority and working in the Salton Sea area, Wyatt said.

The board voted to send a letter of support to Pérez.

If the legislation is written and approved, the position doesn’t seem like it will replace the committee
that’s going away, said board President and Riverside County Supervisor Marion Ashley. It looks like it
will make sure that something gets done.

Staff Writer Elizabeth Varin can be reached at evarin@ivpressonline.com or 760-337-3441.
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