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Obama announces Salton Sea initiatives
at Tahoe summit
President Barack Obama trumpeted a package to help the Salton Sea region today at the Annual
Lake Tahoe Summit.
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President Barack Obama will unveil initiatives today to improve the Salton Sea region.
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By SUZANNE HURT / STAFF WRITER
Published: Aug. 31, 2016 Updated: Sept. 1, 2016 6:19 a.m.

The Obama administration unveiled initiatives to help restore the Salton Sea and
improve the region’s climate resilience, economy and public health as part of
President Barack Obama’s visit to Lake Tahoe Wednesday.

Obama talked about the need to combat climate change as part of conservation
efforts during his keynote speech at the sold-out 2016 Lake Tahoe Summit.

Before Obama arrived on the West Coast, the White House press office
announced a package to aid the Salton Sea and plans to boost conservation at
Lake Tahoe.

“We’re going to reverse the deterioration of the Salton Sea before it’s too late,
and that’s going to help a lot of folks all across the West,” Obama told about
9,000 people at Harveys Outdoor Arena in Stateline, Nev., just across from
South Lake Tahoe, Ca.

SALTON SEA: Is Inland lake on road to revival?

As part of that effort, Deputy U.S. Interior Secretary Michael Connor and
California Natural Resources Secretary John Laird signed an agreement
Wednesday to form a federal-state partnership to speed up conservation of the
Salton Sea, California’s largest lake, with up to 25,000 acres of resource
mitigation.

The Obama administration also committed to geothermal and renewable energy
development in the region. Two projects in Nevada and Utah will get up to $29
million for geothermal energy research that could help the Salton Sea area.

The U.S. agriculture department pledged $17 million for air, water and wildlife
habitat conservation planning at the Salton Sea and the Sierra Valley, where
partners committed another $60 million.
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Also Wednesday, the philanthropic Water Funder Initiative announced a goal to
provide $10 million over five years to help implement a plan to improve the
Salton Sea’s drought resilience, promote its restoration and renewable energy,
and protect public health.

Gov. Jerry Brown previously earmarked $80.5 million in his 2016-2017 budget to
restore habitat and suppress dust at the lake.

Salton Sea expert Mike Cohen of the Pacific Institute said he hopes the federal
government will get projects launched because the state’s commitment hasn’t
translated into actual projects on the ground yet.

“It’s a huge step forward that the federal government is committing to working
with the state to support habitat and dust control projects at the Salton Sea,”
Cohen said. “There’s been a lot of talk; there’s been a lot of goals. What we
really need now is to see action.”

Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Ca., said she’s pleased the state and interior department
formed a partnership to restore the lake.

“The only way we will save the Salton Sea is with a broad coalition that includes
every level of government and the private sector as well,” she said in a
statement.

The 350-square-mile Salton Sea was created in 1905 by Colorado River
flooding. Since then, the lake has been replenished by agricultural and municipal
runoff and Colorado River water sent by the Imperial Irrigation District.

Agricultural crop changes, water recycling and drought since the late 1990s have
shrunk the lake, exposed miles of shoreline and left uncovered sediment to blow
across the Coachella and Imperial valleys.

The lake’s salinity has spiked, killing fish that had fed hundreds of thousands of
resident and migratory birds.

Problems are expected to increase after 2017. The 1.1 million acre feet of water
flowing into the lake this year, nearly all from crop runoff, will drop to about
900,000 acre feet when the Imperial Irrigation District sends supplemental river
water to San Diego County instead.

Audubon Society President and CEO David Yarnold said the group hopes to see
work begin on building bird habitat and protecting Southern Californians from
unhealthy dust storms.

“We have a brief window to build on the momentum of this agreement, so now
the hard work really starts,” he said.

Contact the writer: 951-368-9444 or shurt@scng.com

Sign up to get breaking news updates delivered
to your inbox.
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Tony Butala · I was a one third partner since 1957 at The Lettermen

I discovered the Salton Sea back in the about 1956/57, when I was driving from Los
Angeles to Brawley and El Centro radio stations to help promote a moderate hit
single record that I had in these towns entitled "Long Black Stockings" on Sheb
Wooley's record label Topix Records. Sheb Wooley, his manager Doug Cooper and I
stopped at a small realty office right next to the lake and we were all so impressed
with the lakes unique beauty and great flocks of migrating birds that we each bought
several acre parcels, for what at that time was very little money. It is a shame to see
what has become of that once beautiful spot on the map. I hope things can be
remedied in my lifetime. I would even volunteer my vocal group The Lettermen, to do
a gratis fundraising show near the lake to help raise some funds as well as help bring
attention to what I still feel is a potentially wonderful recreation area. Sincerely, Tony
Butala (Founder & lead-singer of The Lettermen) (thelettermen.com)

Like · Reply · 1 · 5 hrs

Greg Chick · Plumbing Contractor at Self-Employed

There are reasons to agree with Tom Reece in his comment below. There are
reasons to restore the lake as well. The facts are a plenty to study the issue here, no
a simple answer is not, the best way because it is simple or easy. Responsible
management of both natural environment and man made invironment is required. I
will be 61 this month and my father ranted about this lake when I was 6 yrs old. He is
gone and I will likely be gone before the best results become of this lake. What is
needed is a silo free judgment of the factoids held to be fact by the special interests
at large, (silos). A consenses based solution that serves not only the money at hand,
but the environment that will prevail past our dollars or short term fiscal terms,
(election cycles).

Like · Reply · 22 hrs

Tom Reece · Azusa Pacific University

"Save" the Salton Sea? OMG why? The thing is a mistake to begin with, created
when a canal sprung a leak a hundred or so years ago and the resulting water simply
drained to the lowest point. Just let it evaporate away and die. Nature will takes its
course and handle crap left over.

Do not spend our tax dollars trying un-waste this wasteland.

Like · Reply · Aug 31, 2016 4:18pm
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