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State budget boost a positive sign for the Salton Sea
The Desert Sun 4:33 p.m. PDT July 1, 2016

Let’s hope Salton Sea champion Bruce Wilcox is
right.

The assistant secretary for Salton Sea policy at the
California Natural Resources Agency says he’s
hopeful that the $80.5 million in the state budget
signed this week by Gov. Jerry Brown will spur even

greater future investment in efforts to save the lake.

DESERT SUN
Voters this fall could send millions for Salton Sea rehab

The amount is the most ever committed by the state for the lake, which is facing a grim
future as it dries up, a process that is expected to accelerate at the end of 2017 when
mitigation water flows are cut off.

These millions are dwarfed by the estimated $3 billion tab for true, effective restoration
that would stave off the worst feared effects of the sea’s decline – loss of valuable
wildlife habitat and increasingly exposed lake bed that could send up toxic clouds of
sediment during windstorms.

Still, the fact that it is an amount beyond typical token sums that have been committed
for study after study and, as Wilcox says, will begin to fund more actual solutions is a
good sign. We expect Gov. Brown and the Legislature will continue adding to the pot
under the state’s commitment to preventing an ecological disaster on our doorstep.
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