




























Salton Sea Authority 

Staff Report 
To:  Salton Sea Authority Board 
From:  Phil Rosentrater, Deputy Director, Riverside County EDA 
Date: March 26, 2015 
Subject:  VI.B - Legislative Update 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Staff from member agencies of the Salton Sea Authority are coordinating a unified response 
to threats and opportunities in the legislative arena at both the state and federal levels. 

SSA and its member agencies jointly engaged in the following activities to drive legislative 
and policy initiatives supported by the Salton Sea Authority Board of Directors: 

Federal 
• Renewable Energy: Federal/Local Government revenue sharing: Energy or Mineral

Extraction on federal lands
o While in Washington, DC in last week of February, SSA and partner agencies

met with DOE, DOE and EPA as well as staff and members from relevant
Senate and Representative offices

• Funding for Salton Sea: Appropriations from existing BOR authorization: Revolving
Loan Fund

o SSA GM met with officials from US BOR to discuss this fund as well as other
SSA priorities and projects

• Funding for Salton Sea: Appropriations from existing WRDA authorization: ACOE
o SSA GM met with Army Corps officials in Washington DC to discuss budget

concerns related to the existing $30 M WRDA authorization for Salton Sea

State 
• Renewable Energy: State Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard: Equitable cost

o SSA to consider letter to Gov Brown raising concerns about RPS expansion
to 50% in 15 years (Draft letter attached)

• Funding for Salton Sea: Appropriations from Prop 1 authorization: state obligations
in water right settlements including QSA

o SSA drafted a second, more comprehensive letter to SWRCB supporting the
IID petition on QSA WRO

o SSA Chair and member agencies attended SWRCB workshop on March 18 
to testify in support of the IID petition, in favor of local leadership of 
revitalization of Sea, and in favor of significant state investment in 
revitalization efforts in partnership with the SSA; CVWD opposed the 
petition at the SWRCB.

Attachment:  SSA Draft Renewable Portfolio Standard Amendments letter to Gov. Brown 



- DRAFT - 
March 26, 2015 

Governor Jerry Brown 
c/o State Capitol, Suite 1173 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Re:  Renewable Portfolio Standard for California 

Dear Governor Brown: 

As Chairman of the Salton Sea Authority (Authority) Board of Directors, I wish to convey concerns with 
your proposal to increase the current Renewable Portfolio Standard from 33 percent to 50 percent over the 
next 15 years. 

The Authority is working diligently with its partners to facilitate renewable energy development such as 
biofuels, solar energy, and geothermal power around the Sea in a manner benefiting long term financial 
sustainability of environmental restoration. These goals of the Authority are also compatible with helping 
the State meet its contractual obligations for Salton Sea restoration.  

The vast and varied portfolio of renewable energy contributions from the Salton Sea is unequaled.  The 
Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan (DRECP) anticipates up to 7000 MW of renewable energy 
production from the desert region surrounding the Salton Sea.   

Yet, those contributions are challenged by State policies for procurement that are inequitable. The 
Authority respectfully requests your consideration of a more holistic approach to the current State policies 
embodied in the RPS before there is any further action to expand it. We further request that in lieu of 
assigning a new and arbitrary percentage goal of renewable purchase by a date certain, establishing goals 
of carbon reduction and power source reliability would achieve a more economically and environmentally 
sustainable outcome for the entire state. 

For instance, both hydroelectric and geothermal power are unique in providing renewable base-load 
resource without GHG emissions, yet power purchases from these sources derive no credit under the 
current procurement process for RPS. The Authority believes that it is imperative for the State to consider 
the establishment of reasonable procurement policies for California utilities which will ensure that 
geothermal, hydroelectric and pump storage energy be allowed to compete on an even playing field with 
other resources. 

In the coming months, we will be reaching out to your office and the State Legislature to explore 
solutions that will create a mutually beneficial outcome to this important issue.  We also look forward to 
working together with your administration to realize the ambitious and worthwhile visions that you have 
set out for the State of California.  

Sincerely, 

John J. Benoit, Chairman, Salton Sea Authority
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